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ATTORNEY - GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT 
NUCLEAR TESTS CASE RESUMES 
The International Court of Justice will begin 
hearing oral argument at The Hague on July 4 in the 
second stage of the Nuclear Tests Case brought by-
Australia against France. 
The Australian Government has been informed of 
this by the Registry of the International Court. 
On June 22 last year, the Court gave its decision 
in the first stage of the proceedings when it issued an 
interim order that the French Government should avoid 
nuclear tests causing the deposit of radio-active 
fall-out on Australian territory. 
At the hearing on July 4 the Court will 
consider its Jurisdiction to deal with the case against 
France. It will also be concerned with another preliminary 
legal question. Australia has already submitted written 
legal arguments to the Court on these questions and will 
follow this up with oral argument at the resumed 
hearing. 
The Attorney-General, Senator Lionel Murphy, 
Q.C., who appeared when Australia applied for interim 
measures last year, is expected to again lead the Australian 
legal team. 
Canberra 
June 24, 1974. 
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